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RE: Application Serial No.: 09/892,864 

Applicants: Keiichi YOKOYAMA, et al. 

Filing Date: June 28, 2001 

For: PROCESS FOR PRODUCING 

TRANSGLUTAMINASE 
Group Art Unit:. 1652 
Examiner: PATTERSON, C. 

SIR: 

Attached hereto for filing are the following papers: 

Letter to Commissioner, 
English translation of the International Preliminary Examination Report 

Our check in the amount of -0- is attached covering any required fees. In the event any variance 
exists between the amount enclosed and the Patent Office charges for filing the above-noted documents, 
including any fees required under 37 C.F.R 1.136 for any necessary Extension of Time to make the 
filing of the attached documents timely, please charge or credit the difference to our Deposit Account 
No. 15-0030. Further, if these papers are not considered timely filed, then a petition is hereby made 
under 37 C.F.R. 1 .136 for the necessary extension of time. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 



Respectfully submitted, 

OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 
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DQ#ETNO.: 209524US0CONT 

TN THE UNITED STATES PATENT & TR ADEMARK OFFICE 

IN RE APPLICATION OF : 

KEIICHI YOKOYAMA, ET AL. : EXAMINER: PATTERSON, C. 

SERIAL NO: 09/892,864 : 

FILED: JUNE 28, 2001 : GROUP ART UNIT: 1652 

FOR: PROCESS FOR PRODUCING TRANSGLUTAMINASE 

LETTER TO COMMISSIONER 

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450 

SIR: 

On April 30, 2004, Applicants timely filed a response to the Office Action dated 
January 12, 2004. Applicants are filing herewith a copy of the English translation of the 
International Preliminary Examination Report. 

Applicants again submit that the application is now in condition for allowance, and 
early notification of such action is earnestly solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 

OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 




Stephen G. Baxter, Ph.D. 
Attorney of Record 
Registration No. 32,884 

Customer Number 

22850 

Tel: (703)413-3000 
Fax: (703)413-2220 
(OSMMN 08/03) 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT (j ) 
(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
P2626PCT-AJ 



SeeNwinc-lonofrnBrnniiul^^P""™^ 
FOR FURTHER ACTION Examin aiion Report (Form PCT/1PEA/416) 



International filing date (day/month/yew) 
24 December 1999 (24.12.99) 



International application No. 

PCT/JP99/07250 
Int emationaT?a^n7cla7sif.cat I on (IPC) oT^iona. classification and IPC 
C12M9/10//C12N 15/54 



Priority date (day/month/year) 

28 December 1998 (28.12.98) 



Applicant 



AJINOMOTO CO., INC. 



Jk„,hk International Preliminary Examining Authority 

This international preliminary ^ T lT^lT ^ 
and is transmitted to the applicant accord.ng to Art.cle 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 



sheets, including this cover sheet. 



These annexes consist of a total of _ 



sheets. 



3. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
j ^ Basis of the report 
„ I I Priority 

L — 1 ■ i_ r^iSf a \t\ nrwrltv inventive step and industrial applicability 

,„ QfeNon^establishment of opinion with *prd to novelty, invent. P 

IV □ Lack of unity of invention noveltv inve ntive step or industria. applicability; 

VI D Certain documents cited 

vii □ Certain defects in the in,ernalional application 

viii □ Cenain observa,ibns on the international app,ica,ion 



Date of submission of the demand 

28 April 2000 (28.04.00) 

Name and mailing address of the 1PEA/JP 

Facsimile No. 
Form PCT/1PEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998) 



Date of completion of this report 

19 October 2000(19.10.2000) 

Authorized officer 

Telephone No. 



the international application as origin*!? 

the description: 
pages 
pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 
filed with the demand 




Pa8CS vnahnve were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 

------ ::r R " ,,23i,b,) 

0r55 " 3) " ^ i a in the international application, the international 

• - . • TTtrm 



□ 



□ 
□ 
□ 



unary cmijih««"»'» 

contained-Sp£e international application in written Term, 
filed together with the international application in computer readable form 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

international application as f.led has been furnished. ... 

A*±A in r*r% 



□ 



] ne siaiciiifcui * - - c hf»rt 

been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

[ | the description, pages _ . 

| | the claims, Nos. : 

□ the drawings, sheets/fig . 
, cinre thev have been considered to go 

70 - > 7 )- , r,hc referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 

» Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be refer, ed 



pifcpNATIONAL PRE LIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT^ 



international application No. 

PCT/JP99/ 07250_ 

dustrial applicability; 



1 . Siaiement 

Novelty (N) 



lnyentive step (IS) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



industrial applicability (1A) Claims 

Claims 



| 2 Citations and explanations 

«n 835 Kawai M. et al., "High-level 
Document 1 99? , vol. 61, No. 5, pages biU-eJ^. ^ rticiHium m 

sssirsts^^ - fa microbia ' wms8, " ammase 

Escherichia coli" 

Document2 . chemistiy Lec ture 11 "Protein Engineering (in Japanese)," K.K. 
Katsuhide Aburata- e a Apphed C ry ^ 

Asakura Shoten, (20.1 1 -91), pag ^ , and 2 

1. The subject matte, of claims MO a — ^^^^ZZ 

cited in the 1SR. Documents 1 an ^2 do not medium m d „ reg.o^ and 

Furthermore, a person skilled in tne 
documents 1 and 2. 



Form 



PCT/lPEA/409(BoxV) (July 1998) 



